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Angry Kavanaugh denies 


Ford’s sex-assault claim 


Brett Kavanaugh speaks before the Senate Judiciary Committee onThursday, 
denying Christine Blasey Ford’s allegation of sexual assault. SAUL LOEB, POOL / AP 


Christine Blasey Ford testifies first Thursday to the panel about her claim of the 
incident in 1982. ANDREW HARNIK, POOL / AP 


Republicans push ahead and schedule committee vote Friday 


Richard Wolf, Eliza Collins, 
Donovan Slack and Tom Vanden Brook 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - The ideological direction of the 
nation’s highest court for the next generation teetered 
Thursday on the riveting, emotional testimony and the 
credibility of a college professor who accused a judge 
on the brink of confirmation to the Supreme Court of 
sexual assault 36 years ago. 

Republicans’ dream of turning the Supreme Court 
into a conservative bulwark rests on the shoulders of 
Brett Kavanaugh, 53, whose path to the pinnacle of 
justice is jeopardized by accusations of sexual assault 
when he was a teenager. 

Republican leaders scheduled a Friday morning 


vote in the Senate Judiciary Committee on the nomi- 
nation of Kavanaugh. However, it was unclear wheth- 
er Republicans had the votes to confirm the nominee. 

If the committee approves the nomination, it would 
then go to the full Senate. Kavanaugh’s appointment 
could be approved as early as Tuesday. 

“I think it’s time to vote,” Sen. John Cornyn, R-Tex- 
as, told reporters immediately after the hearing. 

Whether Kavanaugh survives may depend on a 
handful of Republican senators. Sens. Susan Collins of 
Maine and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, both supporters 
of abortion rights, have remained noncommittal. So 
has Sen. Jeff Flake of Arizona, a member of the judicia- 
ry panel and frequent critic of Trump. Flake is not 
seeking re-election. 

Emotions boiled over Thursday when Sen. Lindsey 


Graham, R-S.C., angrily challenged his Democratic 
colleagues. 

“What you want to do is destroy this guy’s life,” Gra- 
ham railed against Democrats. “This is the most un- 
ethical sham since I’ve been in politics.” 

Standing in Kavanaugh’s path to the high court is 
Christine Blasey Ford. 

Kavanaugh, his anger palpable while reading his 
opening statement, vehemently denied allegations of 
sexual misconduct. He blamed Democrats and “the 
left” for “grotesque” character assassination. 

“I swear today, under oath, before the Senate and 
the nation, before my family and God, Iam innocent of 
this charge,” Kavanaugh said. 


See TESTIMONY, Page 2A 


Dad's thoughtful apology goes viral 
on Children’s Hospital Facebook page 


Jim Stingl 

| Columnist 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WIS. 


Dan Langlois and his son Gabriel have passed 
through the sliding glass doors leading to Children’s 
Hospital of Wisconsin countless times. 

Last week, on yet another medical visit, Dan sud- 
denly stopped and took out his phone to snap a photo 
of those doors, the ones leading from the parking 
structure to the skywalk into Children’s. 

The emotion he was feeling was a surprising one: 
guilt. It’s easy to get wrapped up in the ups and downs 
of our own lives, but now Dan was thinking about oth- 
er parents and the children they lost to monstrous ill- 
nesses and terrible accidents. 

Those heartbroken moms and dads left through 
these same doors one final time. 

He and Gabriel went home to Neenah, and that 
night Dan typed out what he was feeling. He decided 
to send his thoughts and the photo of the doors to 
Children’s in a private Facebook message. 

With Dan’s permission, the hospital shared his 
words and photo on its Facebook page on Sunday. 


Dan and Sara canslels and their children, (from left) 
Tyler, Hannah, Gabriel and Alicia. 
COURTESY LANGLOIS FAMILY 


Nearly 700 people have commented, 14,000 clicked 
like or another emotion, and 3,700 shared the post. 


See STINGL, Page 5A 


Film Festival 
to show more 
movies by women 


Milwaukee Film lifts number to 
47% after studying representation 


Mary Louise Schumacher Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


In the wake of international protests, hashtags 
movements and red-carpet commentary calling for 
greater gender equity in the film industry, Milwaukee 
Film took up the challenge and dramatically in- 
creased the number of films made by women for its 
2018 Milwaukee Film Festival. 

Nearly half, 47 percent, of the films being 
screened this year are directed by women. The same 
holds true for feature films. Last year, only 28 percent 
of the festival’s feature films were directed by wom- 
en. 

That makes Milwaukee Film very competitive in 
the world of festivals when it comes to female repre- 
sentation, said Cara Ogburn, Milwaukee Film’s pro- 
gramming director. 


See FILM, Page 12A 


Komatsu sees 1,000 jobs 


Komatsu Mining will create a corporate campus in the 
Harbor District that should include 1,000 workers. 10A 
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Brewers want more 


With a playoff spot secured, the 
team focuses on a division title. 1B 
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